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As thus extended, the theory has been rejected by well-nigh
all the thinkers of the last fifty years. It is now generally
agreed that we pay taxes not because the state protects us,
or because we get any benefits from the state, but simply
because the state is a part of us. The duty of supporting*
and protecting it is born with us. In civilized society the
state is as necessary to the individual as the air ho breathes;
unless he reverts to stateless savagery and anarchy he cannot
live beyond its confines. His every action is conditioned by
the fact of its existence, lie does not choose the state, but.
is born into it; it is interwoven with the very fibres of his
being ; nay, in the last resort, he gives to it his very life.
To say that he supports the state only because, it benefits
him, is a narrow and. selfish doctrine. We pay tuxes not
because we get benefits from the state, but because it is us.
much our duty to support the state as to support ourselves
or our family ; because, in short, the state is an integral
part of us.

The principle of benefit, moreover, would lead us into the
greatest absurdities. If we accept it, we must apply it logi-
cally ; we must not restrict its beneficent workings to the
landowner. As has been pointed out in unotlu.tr place,1 the
poor man, according to the theory of benefit, ought to be
taxed more than the rich, because he is loss able than the
rich man to protect himself. It in, however, needless to
discuss this point because, as we have seen in a previous
chapter, ability to pay is not only the ideal basis of taxation,
but the goal toward which society in steadily working. It
lies instinctively and unconsciously at the bottom of all our
endeavors at reform. When wo nay that indirect taxes lire
on the whole unfair to laborers, we mean that they are less
able than the wealthier portion of the community to pay
the tax. When we say that a corporation with largo
receipts should pay more than one with small receipts,
we do so because we know that its ability to pay is greater.
The principle of privilege or benefit is, therefore, not

1 See my work on Progressive Taxation in Ttieory awl Practice^ p, 83.